and, no longer having to consider a Rector and provincial espionage, I am merry and happy.
The teaching I am doing leads me to think that, for your History, you ought to write some reports. For instance, as you write out your old notes. I advise you to make large and very abbreviated tables, with ciphers, alphabetical letters and other modes of classification, and to write in the principal dates and great facts. It will make a sort of frame into which your readings will arrange themselves and fix themselves in your memory. Do you know Italian grammar now ? In order to learn it you might take an Italian sentence which you can understand, and as you meet with a noun or a verb decline the one and conjugate the other. It would at the same time be good practice for your memory and for your reasoning.
To his Mother and Sisters.
February 9, 1853.
. . . The mass of occupations I have here absorbs me, and I cannot talk with you as much "as I should like. At present I am writing like a cat, my hand is so tired ; I have copied out my French thesis and it has taken up half a ream of paper. This horrid scribbling dazzles me, and my head seems full of pages, letters, lines, corrections, etc. . . .
I have undertaken one more lesson. On the average I spend two hours a day at this work, which I do not dislike, and I earn 200 fr. a month; it is as good as a post
272o the Ste. Cecile Hall ,y if there is a concert. But at bottom I am happy,
